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Overview 

TARGET AGE: 7-11 
 
PURPOSE 

Informative 
Narrative 
Reflective 
Expressive 
 

LANGUAGE  
English 
Spanish 
 

PRIMARY CONCEPTS 
• Professions 
• Aspirations 

‘When I Grow Up’ is a song that inspires children to think about what they would like to be when 
they are older. The lyrics list several different professions with the emphasis on doing something 
that would make them happy.  
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Lyrics 
When I grow up I wanna be a pilot 

Quiero ser piloto cuando yo sea grande 
When I grow up I wanna be a teacher 

Quiero ser profesor cuando yo sea grande 
Ser bailarina, super héroe 
Tantas cosas quisiera ser 
Be a dancer, a superhero 

So many things that I wanna to be when I grow up 
When I grow up I wanna be the president 

Quiero ser presidente cuando yo sea grande 
When I grow up I wanna be a fireman 

Quiero ser bombero cuando yo sea grande 
Ser un doctor, un científico 
Tantas cosas quisiera ser 
Be a doctor or a scientist 

So many things that I wanna be when I grow up 
What do you, what do you wanna be? 

Qué quieres ser, qué quieres ser 
Think of something that makes you happy 

Piensa en algo que te haga feliz 
When I grow up I wanna to be a rock star 

Write a million songs and share them with the world 
Cuando sea grande quiero ser estrella de rock’n roll 

Recorrer el mundo compartiendo mis canciones 
Puedo ser escritor o atleta, tantas cosas quisiera ser 

I can be a writer or an athlete 
 So many things that I wanna be when I grow up 

 



Spanish Vocabulary  

SER – To Be 
CUANDO – When 
QUIERO – I Want 
QUIERES – You Want 
PILOTO – Pilot 
PROFESOR – Professor  
BAILARINA – Ballerina 
SUPER HÉROE – Super Hero 
COSAS – Things 
GRANDE – Big 
BOMBERO – Firefighter 
PRESIDENTE – President  

DOCTOR – Doctor 
CIENTÍFICO – Scientist 
PIENSA – Think 
ALGO – Something 
FELIZ – Happy 
ESTRELLA – Star 
MUNDO – World 
CANCIONES – Songs 
ESCRITOR – Writer 
ATLETA – Athlete  
COMPARTIENDO – Sharing 
TANTAS – Many   

Review key Spanish vocabulary from ‘When I Grow Up’ by sounding each word out.  
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Listening 
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First, write the name of profession in Spanish that goes with the image, then, listen to the 
song and put the images in numeric order from when they are sung. Color each image. 
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Crossword Puzzle 
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Complete the crossword puzzle. Remember, ALL answers are in SPANISH. 

 
ACROSS 
 
1. Ballet dancer 
 
2. __________ sea grande 
 
5. Opposite of small 
 
6. Yo quiero, tu __________ 
 
 
DOWN 
 
1. This person puts out fires 
 
3. When you feel sick, you go 
see this person 
 
4. Opposite of ‘sad’ 
 
7. ‘To Be’ 
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What Are Cognates? 

A cognate is a word in two languages that share a similar meaning, spelling and 
pronunciation. Some examples would be… 

...but don’t be fooled, not all cognates are real. Some examples of fake cognates are... 

MAPA (Spanish) 

MAP (English) 

TREN (Spanish) 

TRAIN (English) 

INSECTO (Spanish) 

INSECT (English) 

‘LIBRERÍA’, which actually means ‘BOOKSTORE’, not ‘library’  

‘ROPA’, which actually means ‘CLOTHES’, not ‘rope’  

‘ÉXITO, which actually means ‘SUCCESS’, not ‘exit’  
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Guess Which Cognate 

Below are some additional jobs that are NOT mentioned in the song. Do you think you 
could still figure out which would be the correct answer? All of the answers are 
cognates, which means they sound similar to what they would be in English.  

1. If you like animals, you can be a ________________________________! 

2. If you like writing songs, you can be a ________________________________! 

3. If you like keeping people safe, you can be a ________________________________! 

4. If you like building things, you can be a ________________________________! 

5. If you like cars, you can be a ________________________________! 

6. If you like cooking, you can be a ________________________________! 

7. If you like computers, you can be a ________________________________! 

8. If you like to make people laugh, you can be a ________________________________! 

veterinario     comediante    chef     mecánico      
programador    compositor    policía    arquitecto 
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What Do You Want To Be? 

In the space below, draw what YOU want to be when you grow up. Be sure to add as 
many details as you can. After you finish, show the image to a partner to see if they 
can guess what it is.  
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Answer Key 
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Bailarina Doctor Piloto 

Científico Bombero Atleta 
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1. Veterinario 
2. Compositor 
3. Policía 
4. Arquitecto 
5. Mecánico       
6. Chef 
7. Programador 
8. Comediante
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